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“Lerrens From SouTu-AmERica.”—We have hi- 
berty to say that the interesting article under this 
head, is from the pen of Mr. .Brackenridge—which, 


we are sure, will give it an additional claim to the 


public attention. 


7 


The American Aborigines. 
This people is rapidly passing away. ‘Treaty 
after treaty and cession after cession, curtails the 








extent of their domain. The wiid animals of the fo 


rest, on which they mainly depended for food, retire 
from the sound of the axe, or become scarce from 
the multiplication of their hunters. Subsistence is 
duily rendered more and more difficult to obtain— 


they are often half-famished, and many die with 


hunger—and whiskey and war crowns the catalogue 
of their miseries. 

What can be done for the relief and preservation 
of our aborigines? Is it possible to impress upon 
their understanding the advantages, nay the neces 
sity, of becoming settled cultivators of the soil, and 
of acquiring some of the other useful arts of civiliz- 
ed life?—or, can they be protected in their hunter 


‘state, as a white population advances to claim a 
possession of lands needful to its support, or 


gratifying to its love of property? ‘hese are ques- 
tions of deep interest to the feeling mind; and he 
that shall devise an efficient plan to ameliorate the 
condition of our Indians, or to secure to them 
such mode of life as pleases them best, (which they 


have an undoubted right to enjoy) will deserve the 
gratitude of every humane man. 


“Jt will not tell 
well in history” that nothing was attempted, with 


a strong arm, to save them:—our official records 


will chiefly contain a succession of sbridgements of 
their sovereignty—a constant and accumulating 
desire to drive them from their lands—more rapid- 
ly in many cases, than circumstances required.— 
That they are destined to disappear from vast 
tracis of rich country which they yet inhabit, seems 
manifest; and the shores of the Columbdia,inavery few 
years, may be as little frequented by them as those 
of the Potomac—but it is desirable that their de- 
scent to extermination should be easy—that they 
should have every comfort which their condition is 
susceptible of,—and that a remnant should be sav- 
ed at long as possible to stand as a monument of 
the national humanity. 

Surrounded by the whites, asin their reserva- 
tions in the state of New York for example, we 
observe that their character sutlers a daily depreci- 
ation, as well as that theiz numbers are rapidly re 
duced. They are lazy and improvident, and very 
generally stragglers through the country—dispos- 
ed to live by any other ineans than by labor; fond of 
strong drink to a dreadful excess—freely parting 
with every thing they possess or can obtain, to get 
it; and miserably perishing on the high ways in beas- 


‘tly drunkenness. By mixing with us, they imbibe all 


our vices, without emulating our virtues—and our 
intercourse with them is detisively disadvanta. 
geoustothem. Their decrease in New York is at 
the rate of perhaps, five per cent. per ennum, and 
mighty nations that recently—fitty years ago, ¢o- 
vered the fertile west of that state, have dwindled 


down ito a few besotted tribes, sunk in depravity 
Vor, XV¥,——~ P3. 





—a mere link in the chain that unites man to beast, 
a remove only supérior to the Ourang Outang, or 
wild man of the woods! Yet many efforts have been 
honestiy made to reform, protect and preserve them 
—by the general government, by that of the state 
af New York, and private associations—especiaily 


that ofthe Friends or Quakers, without much, 


if any, permanent good. They have yet more good 
land than they could use as cultivators of the soil, 
or a$ herdsmen, and have been powerfully plead 
With to become so; instruments of agriculture and 
domestic animals, have been freely given to them, 
and persons have piously volunteered their services 
to teach them how to manage their farms, Schools, 
mills and churches have been built fot them, and 
numerous attempts made to turn some of them 
into schoolmasters, millers and teachers of righ- 
teousness. It may be said that these generous de- 
signs have failed; and that the Indians, instead of 
advancing in happiness, are daily becoming more 
and more wretched. They are exceedingly jealous 
ofany good tendered to them by white men—they 
seem to believe as if it were a first principle in us 
to cheat them;* that whatsoever we offer to do for 
them has for its single purpose to disposses them 
of their Jands and drive them from the bones of 
their ancestors, And, as the speculations of some 
might be defeated by their advancement in the 
arts, infamous individuals have not been wanting 
to invigorate their suspicions, and craftily sink 
them deeper and deeper in degeneracy, the sooner 
to realize a hoped for profit in their extermination. 
It is in vain that some sober and considerate men 
among them—persons whose discretion, prudence 
and wisdom would do honor to the proudest nations 
in the world, have Warned them and still wetn 
them, of the effects of their conduct. Like the 
poor squaw, about to be precipitated in her canoe 
down the cataract of Niagara, who was last seen 
with a bottle of rum at her mouth, they will drink 
of the destructive liquor though absolutely certain 
that death is about to overtake them. An Indian 
being told that be ought to love his enemies, re- 
plied that he did—for the greatest enemies that he 
ever had had were whiskey and Cider, yet he loved 
them dearly! Their druvken habits are also en- 
couraged by the spirit of trade, which we have 
heretofore said, would enter into Gontract with 
Satan to supply his dominions with fuei—there are 
people who will furnish them with rum, no matter 
what may be the consequences of it. Lience it ap- 
pears that all the tribes in New York, except the 
Onondayss, the most suvage of any of them, are in 
a state of depravity feartul to think of—and the 
Onondagas, as they relax from their ancient habits 
and communicate with the whites, will become 
so—and that the plan of reserving certain lands 
for their use, if surrounded by a white population, 
must fail of producing any solid benefit to them. 
The more extensive sc!ieme for securing to the 
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“**The inhabitants of this colony are commanded 
to abstain from all cheating, aud are enjoined to 
preserve the strictest integrity and honesty in all 
their dealings; eXcErT WITH THE INDIANS.” Extract 


from the code of laws enacted by the New Huven,( Con> 





negtigut ) calouy, cammen/y called the “Blue Laws? 
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powerful and accessible of all the tribes, In ad- 


- tablished among the southern Indians, were gene. 


_all that they could, and labored indefatigably, to 


teaching them the agricultural and domestic arts 


‘ ry and for jiouscl:old manufactures—schools were 


_ and their cowfortable clothing prepared by their 
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southern Indians » happy asylum in their own land, 
Which wis honestly and zealously patronized by 
every administration of the United States, and un- 
der that of Mr. Jefferson pursued with enthusiasm, 
has perhaps, cone some good, though it mainly 
failed in regard to the Creeks, the chief objects 
of the experiment, us being the most numerous, 


dition to what has been publicly made known, 
the writer of this has many private reasons to 
believe, that the agents of the United States es- 


rally gentlernen of a nice sense of honor, who did 
accomplish the views of the government, in the 


protection designed to be afforded to them. Every 
thinge was done, that could be done, to prepare’! 





‘them for the coming state of things, by impressing | 


pon their minds some of the great moral cuties, 
which belong to men in a state of society, and in 


and they were as well defended agaiust the in- 
roads and injuries of individuals as could have 
been expected. Large sums of money were dis- 
bursed to supply them with instruments of husband- 


established and liberally supported, and they were 
enireated and kindly constrained to receive mstruc- 
tion. Thenecessity of partially retiring from the 
hunter’s life was demonstrated to them by a man 
who deserved to be called their “father,” the late 
col. Hawkits, who, at all times advocated their 
good with an apostolic zeal. Great progress seem- 
ed to have been made—the philanthropist was de- 
lighted with the prospect of their settling intoa 
state of steady imprevement; we had plessing ac- 
counts of their ficlds of corn, their herds of cattle, 


own spinning wheels and looms. Butthe tempter 
came—the ruthless foreigner spread his deleterious 
influence amongst them; their wort:s of peace were 
represented as being beneath the dignity of their 
ruce, us the “business of women”—their excessive 
pride was alarmed, and all their evil propensities 
roused: the tomahawk was presented,—the war 
whoop vaised, and the terrible massacre at Fort 
Mims took place—a majority of the actors in which 
had psrtaken ofour bounty, and spoke the English 
Janguage! ow much has Great Briutn to answer 
for, for the waste and ruin of this people—for thus 
disappointing the Lope of humanity, for causing 
parual extermination to become an act of necessity, 
if not even of mercy, in ihe grest scale of things' The 
besom of desiruction has passed over them—for 
they murdered alike the soidier in his sleep and 
the infuniin its cradle, adding to their native fero. 
city all the horrors of a religious superstition. <A 
remnant remains to mourn the folly of their nation, 
and curse the delusions that swept away ‘heir kin: 
men—anc some appear thoroughly conviiced thai 
their existence depends (as it surely does) upon 
their amicable relatiois with us. No one wishes 
those relations to be violated—all of us are zealous 
that they may be maintsined in good faith and 
honest reciprocity—and a hope is entertained, that 
step by step they may advance in improvement, 
and finally io be merged into the great family ofthe 
republic asa part ofits citizens—~an event that 
ought to be looked to as probable and be provided 
go 

The Choctaws andsome other southern tribes, 
not so accessible to “thie cicmy,” have maintained 
tranquility «ad profitted by it. We are told that 








nea of them may be considered respectable far- 


| mers and extensive herdsmen, having settled homes 


and enjoying some of the most substantial blessings 
of civilized life, without participating largely in its 
vices. Great care has been taken to, prevent the 
intrusion of unprincipled traders amongst them; 
and their own wholesome regulations on this very 
important subject, are ably supported by the au- 
thorities of the United Siates—hence it is,. that 
having acquired tolerably just ideas of the nattre 
of property.and value-of money, they may be suid 
to ive comfortably, when their situation is compar- 
ed with that of other tribes. We hope their ad. 
vancement may keep pace with the approaches of 
a white population, so that they may resist the 
temptations of wicked men, and continue in their 
good resolutions. A sudden change of their man- 
ners and customs, is by no ‘means desirable—and 
much less should they be distracted by re/igious 
secturtes. The work should be gradual, that it may 
be successful: a wild enthusiasm or misguided fa- 
naticism would be more fatal to them, here and 
hereafter, thana most stupid insensibility to the 
disputed points of Christians. From ploughmen 
they will become moralists—and trom moralis's 
the transit will be easy to the sublime tenets of 
religion. The Cherokees have partially emigrated 
beyond the Mississippi—his tribe divided on the 
great question between the firmer’s and hunter’s 
life; the former party remains fixed to its purpose; 
the latter has sought room for the chase on the 
west side ofthe “father of waters,” and been li- 
berally supplied with such articles as their new si- 
tuation rendered necessary to them.* 

Of the northern Indians—those inhabiting the 
vast regions that surround the great lakes and are 
watered by the Mississippi and Missouri and their 
exiensive tributary streams,—we must expect a 
rapid diminution. The late war between the Unit- 
ed States and Great Britain thinned them exceed- 
ingly—for they were nearly all engaged init, and 
suffered much, being abandoned when their servi- 
ces wereno jonger wanted by those who put the 
scalping knife in their hands!—Those Indians ap- 
pear to be less tractable by nature and more sa- 
vage in their habits, than the southern tribes. 
Perhaps, their restless disposition and love of war 
may be partially traced to the long conflicting inte- 
rests of Great Britain and France, and the acts and 
inirigues of the former against the United States, 
at later periods—but it seems, if any fighting is to 
be done, that they must havea part in it. This is 
not perhaps, so much the effect of personal cou- 
rage as from a restlessness of disposition, and ha- 
tred of any regular disposition of things:and besides, 
war forms a part of the national business, and has 
become a national passion. Several gentlemen who 
iad good opportunities of judging on the subject, 
have assured us, that a very large part of the N. 
W. Indians who acted against the United States, in 
the late war with Great Britain, would have acted 
with us, had they been encouraged to do so in the 
early part of the contest; and have as relentlessly 
carried the torch and tomahawk into the enemy’s 
territory as they did intoourown. But we begged 
them to be still—it was not their quarrel, and we 
said to them that they ought to remain neutral. 
This cost us many lives and much treasure—it ena- 
bied “the enemy” to collect and organize against 
us almost the whole Indian force of the north west 


*Wehave lately seen a very interesting account 








(ofthe sckools established among the Cherokces, 


by general Calvin Jones—which we intend to pub- 
lish. 
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—the people of many tribes with whom we had not 
had any contact, and who had no possible reason to 
muke war uponus. Wedo not regret that such 
- wholesome advice was given by the governmeiit of 
the United States to the Indians, and are proud in 
the recollection that though a vast frontier was 
bleeding, we magnanimously refused to retaliate 
desolation and murder on the territortes of the ene- 
my. But seeing its effects, humanity itself will not 
require it of us in another quarrel to refuse the ser- 
vices of the savages, knowing that if they are not 
forus they will be employed against us. Still it 
is sweet to memory tg know that many of those 
who were at war with us, were literally prevented 
froin starving by the bounty of the United States, 
_ being deserted by their pretended friends and 
. abandoned to perdition. 

With regard tothe northern and western Indi- 
ans—their welfare, as well as our own safety, mate- 
rially depends upon keeping those within our Ii 
mits ouj of the reach of British influence. The 
éstablishment about to be made at the mouth the 
Yellow Stone river,y is doubtless designed to sub- 
serve this interesting purpose—to act aguinst the 
Hudson Bay and North West companies within our 
own territorial boundaries, and encourage the 
growth of opinions favorable to peace and q:tiets 
ness. We have no doubt however, but that this 
establishmeiit, exciting the fears of the British tra- 
_ ders fora package of peltry, will lead to an ex- 
tensive Indian war—knowing that these companies 
. value a beaver skin more than the life of an Indian. 
‘Their establishments also, (some within the un- 
doubted limits of the United States) ure numerous 
and powerful, and well supplied with whiskey and. 
gunpowder to give effect to their wishes, and may 
. cost us much treuble, though they must fail of their 
purpose. Seeing then, that every, or almost every 
Indian war that we have had since the peace of 
1783, was either directly the act of authorised Bri- 
. tish agents, or caused by the intrigues of individu. 
al tracers or companies of that nation, would it not 
be expedient to legislate severely on the subject, 
and make it punishable with certain death for any 
person to be detecied trading with them, without 
due license granted for the purpose by our govern- 
. ment?) Great Britain has our hearty consent io 
make such a regulation as to the tribes within her 
territories, to prevent them from being infiuenced 
to make war upon her people—if she pleases. 

But these tribes are retiring still further—thirty 
years ago the heart of Pennsylvania was considered 
as the “backwoods,” and appeared as distant to the 
citizens of the Atlantic border, as the Mississippi 
does now. Several great states have risen up since 
then, and the Indian title is.nearly extinguished in 
Ohio, Indiana and [linois, and partly in Michigan, 
—and large tracts ceded on the Missouri, now 
/ teem witha white population. They are almost 
daily driven back; where are they to stop? Are 
they not to have a resting place on the continent 
that so recently belonged to them? Would it 
not be weil, before it is too late, to separate and 
appoint a large tract of country which the fragments 
of nations could be assured was their own, and 10 
which they might retire as their old seats were in- 


a —————e— 








Tit is to be wished that this river may retain its 
Indian name, be it what itmay. “Yellow Stone ri 
ver,” to a stream almost as large as any that Europe 
boasts of, has something init mean and disgusting 
and gives tise idea of a Little creek heading two 
or three miles frem its mouth, instead of a great 
riyer. 


t 


vaded by civilized men—a country of great extent 
in which such as will not become cultivators may 
pursue the chase, and fiad delight ia a precarious 
subsistence. Ifsuch a domain were granted, hedg- 
ed about by a few plain laws, executed by honota- 
ble men, many aborigines might remain for a long 
period of years, existing a8 a monument of true 
glory—to snatch from history a part of the censure 
which she will attach to the fact of their extermi- 
nation, which must and will come, unless the state 
of society takes a retrograde movement, and a dark 
age ensues. Those whocan look back 50 yeers, 
may form some idea of what the next 50 wiil do for 
the United States—and such is the thirst for div. 
ing into the interior, that if any system is to be 
adopted to preserve the Indians, it ought tobe 
adopted at once, to make it efficient. A little whil-, 
and we shall be treating for lands about the headc- 
springs ofthe Mississippi, and in a few years we 
may hear ofa national road winding through the 
passes of the Rocky mountains, the only /and car- 
riage between the city of New York and a great 
city built at the mouth of the Columbia. Seeing 
what we have seen, there is nothing extravagant nm 
this idea. ‘Zhe man is living that may travel the 
route. 





The Backwoodsman. 

A poem, under this title, bas late!; been preser ¢- 
ed to his countrymen, by I. K. Paulding, esq. We 
sincerely, and doubly, thank him for it—for, whilst 
he has given us a composition that may vie with 
the proudest productions of the proudest po: ts of 
the old world—he has directed his talenta to the 
inculcation of principles dear to the heart of every 
honest American citizen—ta bring us home and in- 
spire a high-souled nutional feeling. “We hope that 
an extensive sale of this work may, at once, sew 
the good taste of the peopie and their love of that 
home—*‘the home of the free.’ Wedonot wich to 
be understood by this as desirous to enlist the feel- 
ings on account of any pecuniary consideration at- 
tached to the subject—but to afford’a proof ':at we 
dare to be pleased with, and can adinire, a vative 
produci—though not yet approved of by the modest 
and disinterested reviewers of Edinburg and Lon- 
don! We offer the following extract as a specimen 
of the work, and challenge a comparison of it with 
any thing that the best-puffed poets of the old world 
have given us for fifty years past: 

LINES ON INDEVEN DENTE. 
“Q! Independence! man’s bright mental sun, 
With blood and tears by our brave country won, 
Parent of all, high-meitled man adorns, 
The nerve of steel, the soul that meanness scorns, 
The mounting mind that spurns the tyrani’s sway, 
‘The eagle-eye, that mocks the gor! of day, 
Turns onthe lordly upstart scovn for scorn, 
And drops its lid to none of woman bare! $= [bought, 
With blood, and tears, and hardships thou wert 
Yet rich the blessings thy bright sway has wrouyht; 
Hence comes it, that a gallant spirit reigns, 
Unknown among old Europe’s hapless sweins; 
Who, slaves to some proud lord, himseif a slave, 
From sire to son, from cradle to the grave, 
From race to race, more dull and servile grow, 
Until at last they nothing feel or know. 
Hence comes it, thal our meanest farmer’s boy, 
Aspires to taste the proud and manly joy 
Uhat springs from holding, in his own dear right, 
The laod he ploughs, the home he seeks at nigh‘; 
And hence it comes, he leaves bis friends and hore, 





Mid distant wilds und dangers drear to roam, 
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To seek a competence, or find a grave, 

Rather than live a hireling or a slave. 

As the bright waving harvest field he sees, 

Like sunny ocean rippling in the breeze, 

And hears the lowing herd, the lambkins’ bleat, 

Fall on his ear in mingled concert sweet, 

His heart sits lightly on its rustic throne, 

The fields, the herds, the flocks are all his own.” 
This is enough—let every American, who can of.- 

ford it, buy the book—in evidence of his respect 

for his country, as proof of his taste; and preserve 

it as an irresistible argument, always to be used 

when the polite literature of the United States is 

assailed by foreign jealousy and prejudice. 





Letters from South America. 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE REGISTER. 
Buenos-Ayres. 

The day after we arrived was Sunday, and the 
streets were crowded with people. I was very fre- 
quently reminded of my old place of residence 
‘New Orleans, with the exception that the propor- 
tion of coloured people, is comparatively very small, 
but amongst the lower classes, I remarked a great 
many of I:dian extraction; this. was discoverable 
in the con:plexion and features. The inhabitants 
generally, are a shade browner than those of North 
America; but I saw a great many with good com- 
plexions. Tey are a handsome people. They 
have nothing in their appearance and character, of 
that dark, jeslous, and revengeful disposition, we 
have been in the habit of attributing to Spaniards. 





- The men dress pretty much as we do, bui the wo- 


men are fond of wearing black, when they go abroad. 
The fashion of dress in both sexes, I am intormed, 
has undergone great improvement since their free 
jntercourse with strangers. The old Spaniards, of 
whom there are considerable numbers, are easily 
distinguished by their darker complexion, the stu- 
died shabbiness of their dress, and their morose and 
surly expression of countenance; this arises, from 
their being treated as a sort of Jews, by those whom 
they. were wont to consider as greatly their infe- 
riors. They are also distinguished by not mount- 
ing the blue and white cockade, which is universal- 
ly worn by the citizens of the republic. The same 
number of Chinese, could scarcely form a’ class 
more distinct from the rest of the community. 
There can hardly bea greater affront offered to an 
Americano del Sud, than to call him aSpaniard. A 
young fellow told me, ina jesting way, that the 
monks and friars, aud Spaniards, were generally 
old, and would soon die off, which he said was a 
great consol:iion! 

I went round to several of the churches, of which 
there are ten or fifteen throughout the city. I 
shall not trouble you with a description of them, as 
by refering to boc ks you can learn their names, the 
years In which they were founded, &c. All I shail 
say, is, that those 1 saw, were immense masses of 
buiidisgs, particularly the cathedral, which of 
iis lf covers almost a whole square. The internal 
decorations, are generally rich and splendid, and the 
pomp of catholic worship is displayed here, pretty 
much as it is in other parts of the world. My at- 
tention was more attracied, by the crowds of beau- 
tiful women, going and coming to the churches, 
and the graceful elegance of their carriage. They 
walk more elegantly than any women I ever saw. 
They aie seen usually in family groups, but accord- 
ing tothe custom of the country, seldom aiiended by 
gentlemen, ‘There are usually a few beggars about 


te ehureh doors, all blisd, or decrepid with age. 
2 


med 


I am informed, there are two convents in the city, 
but I did not go to see them, as I was told the nuns 
were all old and ugly. 


A very animated and martial scene, was pre- 


| sented to me, by the exercising of the regular 


troops, and civic militia. The black regiments, 
made an uncommonly fine appearance, and seemed 
to be in a very high state of discipline. The civic 
militia, is said to be fully as well trained as the 
regulars. I saw several very fine bands of music. 
A battalion of slaves, consisting of five or six hun 
dred men, was also mustered and then marched to 
one of the churches. ‘With all these things going 
on, the city exhibited one of the most animating 
scenes I had ever witnessed. These are certainly 
a more en‘husiastic, and perhaps warlike, people, 
than we are; if they possessed, with these qualities, 
by way of ballast, something of our steady habits, 
and general stock of information, I think they 
would nearly equal us! 

In the afternoon, in company with Doctor Bald- 
win, and a gentleman with whom I became ac- 
quainted, | resolved if possible to breathe the air 
out side of the city; and being pedestrians we re- 
solved to take it on foot, though horses might have 


‘been had, either to buy, or hire for the trip; the 


difference in price for these two modes of obtain- 
ing them, does not quite bear the same proportion 
as with us. It would have cost us probably, one 
dollar and an half, or two dollars, for the hiring, 
while a very good hackney might be bought for 
ten; but then, it would cost at the livery stable, 
three or four dollars a week to keep him. 

We directed our course up the river; the doctor 
Was very anxious to reach the open fields for the 
purpose of pursuing his botanical researches, and I 
was equally desirous of reaching some high ground, 
wheuce I fight have a better view of the city and 
its environs. We passed through a large square, 
the greater part of which is occupied by an ex- 
tensive circus, open at the top, called the Tauro, 
or place for bull fighting. It is capable of con- 
taining a vast concourse of people. But I was glad 
to hear, that this barbarous amusement is fast 
going into disrepute, and that few of the respecta- 
ble people now attend it. Itis not surprising that 
it should have been a place of fashionable resort, 
when it was attended by the vice-roy and his court, 
with much shew and parade. Under the revolu- 
tionary governments, it has been discountenanced, 
and should any member of the government attend 
it, he mingles in the crowd of citizens. But there 
may bea still better reason;# these ave amongst the 
contrivances of monarchy, to withdraw the atten- 
tion of its subjects, from things that really con- 
cern them. ‘The minds of these people, are now 
turned upon much more important objects than 
bull figh(s, But the custom still prevails, and it 
would be impiudent at once to abolish ii; in this, 
as in other maiters, the reformer should go to work 
with a cautious hand. As lent is now nearly over, 
I am informed, that the circus and the theatre, are 
to open next week. I will here mention another 
instance of refurm, which does honor to the present 
director. This is in abolishing the silly custom 
which prevailed bere, as well as a! Rio, of throwing 
wax balls filled with water, at peoplein the street, 
during tree days, at the end, or commencement, 
of the Carnivul, 1 do not recollect which. He ef: 
fected it, by a simple appeal through the medium 
of the newspapers to their good sense, and their 
regard for those wanners, which distinguish @ po- 
lite from a barbarous people. 





We continued our walk about two miles beyond 
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the town, but appeared to be no nearer the open 
fields, being completely enclosed on all sides, by 
what are here called quintas, which are large gar- 
dens of several acres, with abundance of fruit trees 
and vegetables. Many of these, are owned by the 
inhabitants uf the city, but they chiefly belong to 
people, who make a living by attending the market. 
There are very few of these neat dwellings which 
are seen about our cities; the houses here are 
chiefly small and built of very indifferent brick. 
The grape vine, however, with which they are fond 
of adorning their houses, had to me a very pleas. 
ing appearance, particularly when loaded with their 
exquisite fruit. We stepped into one, where our 
friend was acquainted, and were received with 
much politeness and civiliiy by the inhabitants; 
their countenances seeming to brighten up, when 
told we were Americans of the north. They treat- 
ed us with fine peaches, pears, grapes, and melons, 
Instead of pates, or fences, hedges of the prickly 
pear ane invariably used, which are planted on the 
mound of earth, thrown up in digging the ditch on 
the outside. The soilis like that of our best ri- 
ver bottoms, and its particles are so fine, that the 
road at this seasonof the year is intolerably dusty. 

On our way back to town, our friend induced us 
to stop at a spacious mansion, where there resided 
a gentleman whom he knew, named La Rocca. 
This gentleman’s establishment forms a prominent 
exception to what I have just been describing; his 

rounds are surrounded by a brick wall; hie build- 
ings, gardens, &c. ail upon a more extensive scale. 
We entered through a lofty gate way, inte a spa- 
cious court. The servant informed us, that his 
master with several other gentlemen, was on the 
terrace at the top of the house, and at our request, 
conducted us up. I was glad of the occasion, as | 
was told that there was a very fine view from this 
place. We were treated by La Rocca, with great 
attention, and we found him a man of liberal and 
enlightened mind. He isa native of old Spain, but 
has been naturalized, and has taken an active part 
in the revolution. He pointed out to us, a beauti- | 
ful grove of olives, which he had planted, after 
the Spanish system, which forbade the cultivatien of 
this invaluable plant, had been abolished. The 
other gentlemen who were with him, were his 
neighbours, natives of the country, and were sensi- 
ble and well informed. Ilearned from them, that 
our arrival had excited great interest throughout 
the city, and that many conjectures as to our ob- 
ject, were afloat. They seemed all io agree, that 
nothing of an unfriendly nature could be expected 
from our government, and seemed to be very much 
hurt at the unfavorable impressions, which had 
been made in the United States, as to the state of 
things in this country, by publications in the news- 
papers. They said, that they had no right to ex- 
pect any friendship, or sympathy from us, if their 
institutions were really so vile as had been repre. 
sented. They said, it was natural to expect that 
as their enemies were not able to subdue them, 
they would, endeavor to ruin their character, and 
for this purpose, they would seize and magnify, 
every real, or alledged error, or misconduct, La 
Rocca, here drew an animated comparison between 
the state of things in Spain, and in this country, 
highly favorable as you may suppose, to.the latter. 
He told me, it was their intention to establish a 
government as nearly resembling that of the Unit- 
ed States, as circumstances would permit. He 
enquired with considerable earnestness, as to the 
truth of a report, of our government having en- 


king of Naples, and laid great stress on the circum- 
stante of our having no colonies, and from the na- 
ture of our constitution not being permitted to 
have any. They said, it was impossible for them 
to repose full confidence in the friendship of na- 
tions holding colonies, and they were sorry to see 
us deviating in the slightest degree, from what 
they had understood was with us a fundamental 
maxim. If we could have colonies in Italy, we 
or have them in America, in Africa, and in 

$1a. 

As the house stood upon ground somewhat mo:e 
elevated than the city, and not more than three 


hundred yards from the river, there was a very ¢x-. 


tensive horison in every direction. Ina clear day, 
Colonia on the opposite side of the river, is visible 
from this place; but at present, as the stmostphere 
was somewhat obscured, and a stiff north-easter 
blowing, nothing was presented to the eye, but a 
vast expanse of water, the Mosqueto fleet of sloops, 


and stoxil coasting vessels, tossing about below us,‘ 


and those ofa larger kind anchored in the outer 
roads; the whole, having a very dreary appearance. 
On the land side, we seemed to look over the city, 
which covers an extent of ground, nearly as great 
as Philadelphia, with quintas up and down the river, 
whose varieties of fruit trees, with here and there 
a Lombardy poplar, intermixed, exhibited a very 
lively and pleasing appearance; while to the west- 
ward, at the distance of a few miles, there seems to 
bea bourdiess waste of pampas, or grassy plains, 
without a tree orshrub. The whole population of 
the country, is not greater than that in the city. In 
fact, the real limits of the province are exceeding- 
ly circumscribed. About forty miles north of this, 
is a large village called Luxan, at which the road 
branches off, for Cordova and Mendoza, there com- 
mences a line of presidios, extending southerly 
across the Salado tothe river Colorado, which 
marks the southern boundary of the province. This 
line of posts, was originally established for .the 
purpose of proteeting the settlements from the in- 
cursions of the wild pampas Indians, who were then 
a most dangerous and formidable enemy. But of 
late years, they have ceased to be dreaded, and 
their incursions have only for their object stealing 
cattle and horses. While I am upon this subject, 
I will say something as to the manner in which the 
population is distributed in this country, intending 
to enlarge on the subject, on some fu‘ure occasion. 
Under the vice-royulty, a line of two hundred and 
fifty miles north and south, and a hundred miles, 
east and west, would have included the whole:po- 
pulation of the province; but this was distributed 
ina manner singularly unequal; some parts being 
as thickly inhabited as the neighborhood of Phila- 
delphia, and the rest as wild as the plains of the 
Missouri. Since the revolution, the frontier has 
been considerably extended, and this province as 
well as the others of the union, which have been 
exempt from the immediate devastations of war, 
have had a considerable increase of mhabitants. 
The city of Buenos Ayres, and its vicinity, proba- 
bly ten miles square, contains about seventy thon- 
sand inhabitants; the villages of Luxan, Eusenada, 
Las Couchas, and a few others, with their circum- 
scribed vicenages, may contain from two to five 
thousand, and as the whole population does not 
exceed one hundred and five thousand, all the 
remainder of the province, is left for the ba- 
lance, not exceeding fifteen or twenty thousand 
in number. Immediately around the towns ans, 
villages, are .the quintas of which I have spoken, 
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tables and fruits; next come the larger fafms, or 
chacras, were wheat, Indian corn, barley &c. are 
raised as with us; but according to a very differ- 
en!, and as far as Ecan Jearn, a very inferior system 
of agriculture. They have not the same aversion 
to neighborhood, as the old Virginia planter, who 


declared, he never would wis! to live so near as| 


to hear the barking ot his neighbor’s dogs. The 
mode of cultivating the earth, of enclosing their 
grounds, and their rural economy in general, would 
furnish many curious topics, but these I must waye 
for the present. Their soil is undoubdtedly the fin- 
est in the world; but they labor under great dis- 
advantages from a deficiency of water, as the 
streams which are not numerous, are apt to go dry 
in summer. They are therefore compelled to make 
reservoirs for the reception of rain water, when at 
io great a distance from the river. Their crops 
are, notwithstanding, sperior to ours, and are rare- 
ly known to fail, In the uncultivated waste which 
spreads around these specks of civilization, are 
what are called the estancias, or grazing farms, 
which constitute the principal fortunes of the rich, 
and. are of various dimensions, some as large as our 
townships, or even counties. They have from 20 
to 60,000 head of cattle, on one of these estancias. 
These estates under the vice royalty, were valued 
at about one dollar for every head of cattle; for the 
Jand was scarcely taken into tlie account. Since 
the revolution, the value of both has more than 
doubled. From this, you will perceive, that a graz. 
ing farm, in the Opelousas,of ten or fifteen thousand 
head, valued at ten dollars each, is worth as much 
as an estancia here, of fifty thousand. The care of 
these, is left to our friends, those half horse half 
men, of whom I have already spoken, under the 
appellation of guuchos. 

Since the revolution there has been a much 
greater disposition to settle in the country than 
formerly; arising no doubt, from the enhanced 
price of the produce of the soil; and also, from the 
greater safety from Indian depredations. Whether 
the people consider themselves more secure in 
their titles, I shall not take upon me to say; but I 
am assured, that no uneasiness, or fear prevails as 
to their sefety from Spanish invasion, La Rocca, 
and his friends,enquired with considerable eagerness 
about the European emigration to the United States, 
which they looked upon as an increase of wealth 
und strength, the aquisition of which they appeared 
to envy us. They seid that every inducement was 
held out by the government and people of this 
country, to Europeans, who were disposed to emi- 
grate, that lands were offered graiis, with 
oxen and the implements of husbandry, to those 
who wish to cultivate the earth. In repiy, I told 
them, that there was little or no emigration to the 
United States during our revolutionary war, and 


even for some time afterwards, in consequence of 


the country being engaged im a war for national 
existence, the success of which was doubtful; and 
even after it was no longer so, our enemies persist- 
ed in believing, that we could not establish a ge- 
vernment. I told them that if they could satisfy 
the world on these two points, as we had done, they 
would have as many emigrants as they could desire, 
as their soil aud climate held out even greater in- 
ducements then ourg. 


On our way home, we again passed the tauro, 
and our friend pointed out to us the shot holes and 


other marks, which remained as testimonials of 


the desperate action fought here, between the na- 
tives and the British. This place was defended by 
a gallant httle band, who slew six hundred of 





the assailants, before it was carried by avsault«— 
All who wére in here at tho tine, it is said, were’ 
put to death. 1 could not look upon this scene’ 
without feeling great interest; there is something 
holy, and calculated to awaken noble reflections, 
in the contemplation of -those spots, where virtu- 
ous citizens have offered up their lives, as a sacra- 
fice for their firesides and their homes. It natural. 
ly recalled to my recollection, the gallant defence 
made by the citizens of the town in which [ reside, 
and I felt proud of being ranked amongst the per- 
sonal friends of some of its defenders. 


PI _ 
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Benks in the United States. 


Our readers will recollect that the editor of the 
ReetsTEeR made an earnest attempt to obtain a cor- 
rect list of all the banks in the U. States, with an 
account of their capitals, date of institution, place 
of location, and the names of their presidents and 
cashiers. From several states the most satisfactory 
information was received—but, recently overbaul- 
ing our papers for the purpose of publishing the list, 
we find ourselves wanting information from New 
Hampshire—New Jers. *—Delaware,—Virginia—N. 
Carolina—South Carolina—Georgia—Kenitucky— 
Tennessee—Louisiana—lIilinois and Missouri. Of 
some of these we have partial accounts, but not 
sufficient for the general statistical table that we 
wish to publish. Gentlemen in those states, zeal- 
ous to assist in the collection of facts so useful to 
the people, and interesting to political economy, 
will be pleased io aid us in this undertaking, with 
as little delay as the nature of thirgs will adinit of, 

We had the type set up to insert a revised 
copy of an article published in the Brunswick Times 
as a correct list of all the banks in the United 
States, the presumed number in each state being 
given——the whole number 372: but, carcfully ex- 
amining this list, we found it so inaccurate in some 
cases about which we had information, as to com- 
pel us to refuse its authority in others of which we 
were not informed.—and we concluded it was best 
to lay it over for the present. The above aggre- 
gate is probably less than the real number. 








Legislature of Vermont. 
GOVERN OR’S SPEECH. 
Gentlemen of the council, and 
gentlemen of the general assembly, 

Having been called by the suffrages of a free 
people, and permitted by Divine Providence, to as- 
semble agreeably to the provisions of the constitu- 
tion, to attend to the civil concerns of the state, 
it behoves us at all times, but more especially 
when acting under so important a trust, to look 
up to him who has the hearts of all men in his 
hand, and is the disposer of events, for direction 
and support in attending to all the duties that de- 
volve on us, as guardians of the rights and privi- 
leges of the people. 

lt is with peculiar pleasure that I congratulate 
you on the present prosperity of our stute end na- 
tion. Peace, health, and plenty are among the pe- 
culiar blessings with which we are favored; while 
an apparent increase of morality, benevolence, and 


| piety, presage still happier times. 


The recent dangers we have passed will be a 
sufficient monitor, to keep alive in your breasts a 
sense of the necessity of union, and that watchful 
care and perseverance which are indispensable to 
the preservation of the rights and privileges of 3 
free people. It would be folly in us to imagine 
that the only dangers, to which a republic is ex- 
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posed, éxist in times of the most ardent struggles, 
when assailed by powerful foreign foes. 

This we have experienced and surmounted. But 
political experience demonstrates, that the more 
fatal fe lurks in the heart of man; that secret am- 
bition to aggrandize himself, and promote his own 
private ends, chills his generous ardor for the con- 
cefns of his country; and his desire for the prosperi- 
ty of his fellow.citizens is too «pt to He dormant, 
or smothered in his bosom. « But Tam unwilling to 
believe that the vital spark of patriotism and re-. 
publican virtue is extinguished in the hearts of 
Americans, 

I appeal to you, gentlemen, who are well versed 
in ancient and modern history, whether the fall of 
republics has not oftener happened, in consequence 
of a siow decline of republican viriues and simpli- 
city, and from internal divisions, than from any 
combinatign of kings and monarchs to overthrow 
them. © In times of the greatest apparent security, 
the seeds of dissolution are often sown, and imper- 
ceptibly grow until the roots become too strong to 
be eradicated. 

; These remarks, gentlemen, are not made with a 
view to eny existing political party, or particular 
individuals, or to discourage any laudable enter. 
prize; but to check that aspiring ambition, to which 
the human heart is more or less exposed, and to 
prevent, in times of apparent safety, our lapsing 
into a state of inattention to our political concerns, 
through a natural propensity to ease, which some- 
times proves dangerous. A people negligent of 
their rights will not retain their liberties. 

It behoves you, gentlemer, not only to watch 
over the ex'gencies arising within this state, but 
carefully to guard against any encroachments on 
the sovereignties of the individusl states, or in- 
frincements on the privileges reserved to them, or 
to the people. 

A prudent legislature will critically examine eve- 
ry vew subject that may be presented for their con- 
sideration, compare it with the first principles of 

our government, and trace it to its most probable 
effect in its fullest operation, in order to decide on 
its merits. 

In acting on all private bills, and petitions, a due 
regard to justice ought never to be dispensed with; 
and favors ought only to be granted when they do 
not interfere with public good, or the interest and 
happiness of other individuals. In passing laws 
"that are to have a partial operation, it will be well 
to keep in view that excellent maxim contained in 

our bill of rights: 

“That government is, or ought to be, instituted 
for the common benefit, protection, and security of 
the people, nation, or community; and not for the 
particular emolument or advantages of any single 
man, family, or set of men, who are a part only of 
thst community.” 

It would be trespassing on your time, if not tu 

your patience, to attempt to call your attention to 
the several matters that will naturally fall under 

your consideration. The attention of former legis- 

Jatures has been frequently occupied, on the sub- 
ject of education. A subject so interesting to the 

rising generation, and so necessary to the happi- 

ness, safety, and honor of the state, cannot easily 
escape the notice of this or any future legislature. 

The subjects of manufacturing, and the regulation 


of the militia, are matters usually submitted to 
standing commiitees; therefore particular remarks 


on those subjects will be unnecessary. 


Many useful improvements have been made in 


made to. improve our state of agriculture: Al- 

though we ought to rely as much as possible on 

home-martnfactures for a supply of. manufactured 

articles, yet it must be acknowledged, that the 
main source of our wealth and the subsisience of 
every class of citizens, must depend on the cultivg- 
tion of the soil. Wien our farms were new, amd 
unimpaired by tillage, it was profitable to extend 
our labors, and cast our seed over a large portian 
of our soil; but as our lands become less productive 
by the frequency of crops, it is necessary that new 
modes of husbandry should be resorted to, in or- 
der to keep them in a fertile siate; and that the 
different qualities of the soil be improved to the 
best advantage for tillage, or grazing, which, in all 
probability, will require more labor and expense in 
cullivating an equal quantity of land, and of course 
prevent the too-frequent emigration of the laber- 
ing Class of our citizens. ' 

I do not expect that the state of our finances is 
such, as to admit of expenditures on the subject; 
yet it is possible that something may be done that 
would prove useful, by authorising patriotic and 
enterpris.ng individuals to form ‘nto societies, wiih 
corporate privileges, for the beneficial purpeses.cf 
advancing the agricultural interest, encouraging 


tic animals, within the several counties where it-is 
deemed necessary. Be, cae 
I am apprised, that an agricultural seciety was 
incorporated in the year 1806; but this society 
being extended over the whole state, the members 
living so remote from each other, and the field for 
examination so extensive, it proved ineffectual, and 
now exists only in name. I am, however, of opi- 
nion, that societies formed within proper limits, 
may, by experiments, researches, and correspone 
dence with each other, prove highly beneficial; for, 
notwithstanding the spirit of industry and laudable 
enterprize that appears among our citizens, yet 
much remaims to be done for the benefit of indtvi- 
duals, and the state, by a wise direction of their 
labors and expenditures, to the most profitable ob- 
jects, and in the most useful and eeoromical man- 
ner; butatreatise on the subject would, on the pre- 
sent occasion, be improper; a hint only is my design. 
In selecting the officers to be appeinted by the 
general assembly, your own prudence will lead you 
to seek for men of integrity, and uprightness: of 
conduct, as well ss of cofipetent capacity, !o dis- 
charge the various duties attached to ihe several 
offices for which they are to be elected. It will be 
necessary at this session to elect a senator, from 
this state, to the senate of the U.S. to serve for the 
term of six years, from and afver the third day of 
March next; and also to fill the vacancy in that body 
occasioned by the resignation of James Fisk, ery. 

Sundry communications have been made tu mc 
since the last session of the general assembly, fy 
your consideration; all which will be seasonably 
submitied. Your own interest, and that of your 
constituents, will engage your speedy and faithful 
attention to the business of the session, and bring 
the same to a close as early as the nature and cx- 
tent of the matters you may have under considera- 
tion will admit. My best endeavors to second 
every measure you may adopt, to promote tie . ub- 
lic weal, will not be wanting. . And it is my au xious 
desire, that a spirit- of harmony. and candor may 
prevail with us, and that the result may terminate 
in the best interest of the state, and meet the 
approbation of our constituents. 

- JONAS GALUSHA, 


— we 





the state, while no considerable attempts have been 


Montpelier, Qci. 9, 1818. 


manufactures, and improving our breed of domes- | 
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Legislature of Hlinois. 


' ‘The legislature of this new state met on the 5th 
‘ultimo. Shadrach Bond, esq. it appeared, had been 
elected governor, by the people, without opposi- 
tion. The votes for a member of congress were, 
for Mr. M‘Lean, 1996; for Mr. Cook, 1982. The 
senators elected by the legislature to congress are 
Winian Edwards and Jesse B. Thomas, esquires. 
John Messenger, esq. was appointed speaker of the 
senate, and Robt. Moore, esq. speaker of the house 
of representatives. 3 

| GUVERNON’S MESSAGE. 
Fellow-citizens of the Senate, and 

of the house of representatives: 

Intrusted by the people with the executive power 
of the state, J enter upon the duties assigned me, 
deeply impressed with the sense of the many obli- 
gations Iam under, for this evidence of the public 
confidence. Whilst animated and encouraged with 
the idea that my past conduct has been such as, in 
the opinion of my fellow-citizens, to merit the of. 
fice to which I have been elected, I feel oppressed 
and embarrassed with the reflection, that so much 
has been confided to such feeble hands. Associated, 
however, with the general assembly, in the dis- 
charge of the most important duties, I confidently 
rely upon the information and support to be derived 
from your co-operation. ‘The people of the state 
have formed a constitution, by which they have 
secured to themselves the blessings of liberty and 
free government; if the principles which adorn 
that instrument are cherished and kept alive, the 
future fortune of the state cannot fail to be prosper- 
ous and happy. ‘To the preservation of principles 
so sacred, the influence of your example, and the 
skilful exercise of the powers with which you ar- 
vested, will greatly contribute. If the minds of 
vany of us have heretofore been infected with a spirit 
of division, which had not its foundation in a dif. 
ference of principle; if the conduct of any has been 
hitherto influenced by unmerited partiality or un- 
just resentment, Jet it be remembered that the 

eriod has now arrived when the public good, and 
Public justice imperiously require the extinguish- 
ment of that spirit, gnd the pursuance of a course 
of conduct that will do justice and do good. 

Having made these observations, I proceed to 
give you such information of the state of the govern- 
ynent as is in my possession, and respectfully to re- 
commend to your consideration the adoption of 
some of those measures which appear to me the 
most advisable. — si 

The treasury will be found in a state of present 
embarrassment, when the reports of the proper ofh- 
cers are laid before you; the credit of the state is 
consequently impaired. It is believed, however, 
with a proper arrangement of the grants and dona- 
tions which have been made by the congress of the 
United States, that in changing the system of tax- 
ation, which must necessarily be done, the burthe:: 
of taxes upon jndividuals need not be increased. 
jt is due to the claimants, and the the public inte- 
yest requires, that claims now due, and unpaid at 
the treasury, should be speedily satisfied; for this 
purpose I re¢commend the propriety of authorising, 
by law, the borrowing, on the credit of the state, 
#. amount of moncy sufficient to answer those de- 
mands, at such a rate of interest, and upon such 
condijctons as the legislature shall prescribe. _ 

The code of laws adopied and enacted under the 
territorial goyernment requires a thorough revision 
——some of those laws wili be tound illy adapted to 


pur changeof condition, whilst others willdoubiless 


be expunged as useless and jnapplicable. And upon 


> 


this subject, permit me toa.remark that, in manv Ca- 
ses, the punishment for crimes is unnecessarily se- 
vere. This degree of severity has, no doubt, been oc- 
casioned, in some measure, by the want of jails and 
suitable places of confinement. I therefore recom- 
mend the passage of a law, making it obligatory 
upon the several counties to build strong substan- 
tial prisons. If the prospect ip our finances will 
justify the measure, the erection of a state prison, 
to confine the more heinous offenders, wherein they 
may be punished by confinement, and at the same 
time, work out the expenses thereof, will serve 
the purposes of punishment, and at no distant per 
riod, produce a revenue to the state. . 
The subject of education, (the means for which 
have been so amply provided by the bounty of the 
general government,) cannot fail to engross your 
serious attention. It would be well to provide for 
the appointment or election of trustees in each 


| township sufficiently populated, and empower them 


to lease, for limited periods, the section reserved 
and granted for the use of schools within the same: 
requiring them to appropriate the rents arising 
therefrom to such use and in the manner to be pre- 
scribed by law. The townships of land which have 
been granted tothe state for the use of a semina- 
ry of learning, cannot, it is helieved, be so dispos- 
ed of at present as to authorise the passage ofa 
law to commence the undertaking; but at least a 
part of them may be leased, and the rents arising 
therefrom may be laid upor vested in some pro- 
ductive fund, as u sacred deprsit, to be hereafter 
appropriated to the object for which the grants 
were made. Such a course wil! render those lands 
productive, and when the period shall arrive at 
which it may be advisable to sell them, they will be 
extensively improved and of great value. These 
donations, together wit! the per centum upon the 
nett proceeds arising from the sale of public lands 
within the state, which haye been appropriated for 
similar purposes, with proper arrangement, wil 
create a fund sufficiently large to educate the chil- 
dren of the state to the remotest period of time. 
It is our imperious duty, for the faithful perfor- 
mance of which we are answerable to God and our 
country, to watch oyer this interesting subject. 
No employment can be more engaging than that 
of husbanding those resources which will spread 
through all classes of our fellow citizens the means 
of wisdom and knowledge—which, in the freedom 
of our institutions, will make the child of the poo: - 
est parent a useful member of society and an orna- 
ment to his country—and which, by enlightening 
the mind, will lead to new discoveries in the arts, 
and to new improvements in agriculture, commerce 
and .anufactures. 


Some provisions by law, authorising the leasing 
of the Salt Springs, and the lands granted for the 
use of the same, will be necessary, and I have no 
doubt that an assignment ofthe lease which was 
entered into by the present lessees of the Ohio Sa- 
line, and the government of the United States, 
would be readily made to the state upon applica- 
tion. A valuable saline has been discovered on 
Shoal Creek, in the county of Bond, and but a sin- 
gle section of land has been reserved for its use. 
if a jarger grant of wood land, contiguous thereto, 
could be procured, it would be found highly ad- 
Vantepe: us. 


Possessed of a country not surpassed for the fér- 
tility of its soil, intersected and almost surrounded 
by lakes and rivers convenient for navigation, it is 
much to be regretted that the means requisite for 
the commencement of any internal improvement of 
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consequence are not within our possession. The 
money which has been appropriated, and which it 
to be disbursed under the direction of congress in 
making roads leading to the state, would-go far te 
improve the navigation of our water courses; in a 
few years, it is believed, that fund will accumulate 
to an amount suffictent to defray the expenses of 
cutting acanal to connect the waters of Lake Mi- 
chigan and the Illinois river. The advantages re- 
Suiting from sucha work are too obvious to re- 
quire comment. By means thereof, together with 
the canal connecting the waters of Lake Erie and 
Hudson river, which is already in a state of great 
forwardness, a water communication from onr very 
doors will be opened to the Atlantic, by way of the 
lakes. J therefore recommend anearly applica- 
tion to the congress of the United States to pro- 
cure such a change in the disposition of that fund 
asto make it applicable to the furtherance of so 
desirable a purpose—Such a measure is advisable 
in a political as well as commercial point of view. 
Vhe bond of union between the eastern and wes- 
tern states will be strengthened by constant inter- 
course and common interest. » 

Your duties at the present session will be various 
and extensive, among which, the jurisdiction to be 
assigned to the courts established by. the constitu- 
tion, and the system of practice to be pursued 
therein; the organization of the militia and the ap- 
pointment of public officers of the state, and the 
difinition of their respective powers and duties, are 
all important. 

Before I conclude, permit me to congratulate 
you, and through you, my fellow citizens at large, 
190n the late happy change in our form of govern- 
ment. May your conduct be characterized by 
that wisdom, prudence and unanimity which will 
preserve our liberties inviolate: and raise the che- 
racter of our beautiful state—and may that Almigh- 
ty Being, from whose goodness and bounty all the 
blessings we enjoy have emanated, be present in 
your councils and bless the measures of your adcp- 
tion. SHADRACH BOND. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.—ocT. 10. 

Mr. Smith, from the joint committee appointed 
to confer with the present lessees of the Ohio or 
Wabash Saline, reported as follows: 

Your committee, appointed to confer with the 
lessees of the Qhio Saline, beg leave to report: 
‘That they have performed that duty, and upon ex- 
amination, find that they have a lease from the 
United States for that place, which will not expire 
until the 19th day of June, 1820, Agreeable to 
that lease, it will yield to this state, a revenue of 
$2318 75, per unnum. The lessees propose to sur- 
render to the United States, on condition that the 
contract may be transferred to this state, provided 
the present general assembly will pass a law au- 
thorising some persons to ex¢cute a lease to them, 
to include the whole of the year 1820. So soon 
as it shall be known that the general government 
has agreed to the transfer, they propose the fol- 
lowing terms, viz. They agree to pay to the state, 
at the rate ofeight thousand dollars per annum, to 
commence from the passage of such law, if permit- 
ted to sell their salt at one dollar and twenty five 
cents per bushel; otherwise they will pay to the 
state $10,000 per annum, and be permitted to sell 
the salt at 81 50 per bushel. In either case, the 
rent to be paid half yearly in the bank of Iilivois, 
at Shawneetown. Their propositions marked A 
and B, are herewith submitted; from which it will be 
seen, that Jonathan Taylor, a lessee of one fifth part 





of said works, claims an exempticn from ihe rise of 


rent, until the first day of May next, in consequence 
of improvements made by him at the said saline— 
Your cominittee however cannot discover in the said. 
Taylor’s lease, any stipclation on the part of go- 
vernment authorising him to make such improve- | 
ments,but from information given to your commit- 

tee by governor Edwards, who heretofore had the 
superintendance of said saline, it appears that the 

general government always remunerated persons 

making valuable improvements there, such particu. 
larly, as those reported and believed to have been 

made by the said Taylor: on being allowed as afore- 
said, Taylor agrees to relinquish all claim on the 

general government of this state for said im- 

nrovements.—Your committe further report that 
from the best information they have been able to 
procure upon the subject, they are of opinion that 
the proposition to pay $8,000 per annum, and sell 
the salt at $1 25 per busnel, will be most condu- 
cive to the interest of the state, All of which is 
respectfully submitted. | 











Upper Canada. 


The Parliament of Upper Canada met at York on 
the 14th ult. The Session was opeze’d with a short 
speech by the new Governor, sir Peregrine Maitland. 
The following passage from this speech alludes to 
the late convention which was convened through 
the influence of a Mr. Gourlay from England: 

“In the course of your investigation, you will, I 
doubt not, feel a just indignation at the attempt 
which has been made to excite discontent and to 
organize sedition. Should it appear to you thata 
convention of delegates cannot exist without dan- 
ger to the constitution, m framing a law of preven. 
tion, your dispassionate wisdom will be careful 
that it shell not unwarily trespass on the sacred 
right of thgsubject, to seek a redress of his grie- 
vances by petition,” 

To this passage the “legislative concil” thus re-. 

ly: 

¢ “We shall at all times feel a just indignation at 
every attempt which may excite discontent or or- 
ganize sedition, and if it shall appear to us that a 
convention of delegates cannot exist without dany 
ger to the constitution, in framing a law of preven- 
tion, we will be careful that this shall not, unwari- 
ly, trespass on the sacred right of the subject, to 
seek a redress of his grievances by petition.” 

To the same paragraph, the “commons house of 
assembly” reply as follows:— ? 

“We feel a just indignation at the systematic at- 
tempts that have been made to excite discontent 
and organize sedition in this happy colony, whilst 
the usual and constitutional mode of appeal for 
real or supposed grievances has ever been open to 
the people of this province, never refused or even 
appealed to, and deeply lament that the insidious. 
designs of one factious individual should have suc. 
ceeded in drawing into the support of his vile ma- 
chinations, so many honest men and loyal subjects 
to his majesty. We remember that this favored 
lund was assigned to our fathers as a retreat for 
suffering loyalty, and not a sanctuary for sedition. 
In the course of our investigation should it appear 
to this house that a convention of delegates cannot 
exist without danger to the constitution, in fram- 
ing a law of prevention, we will carefully distin- 
guish between such convention and the lawful 
act of the subject in petitioning for a redress of 
real or imaginary greivances, that sacred right of 
every British subject, which we wi!l ever hold in- 
violable.” 
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- Law Intelligence. 


From the Franklin Gazette. 

A novel and very important question of law, as 
respects the jurisdiction of the federal courts in 
admiralty and maritime cases, has been decided 
by the judges of the circuit court of the United 
States, during their present session in Philadelp)iia. 
The question arose out of a warrant of attachment 
issued from the circuit court of the United States 
for the Rhode Island district, tested on the 8th 
July, 1818, directed to the marshals of the districts 


ef Rhode Island, New York and the eastern and] 
western districts of Pennsylvania. This warrant} 


reciting that tle ship Frances and cargo were con- 
demned as prize to the captors in the Rhode Island 
district in the year 1813, a certain bale or box of 
merchandize, part of that cargo, had by mistake, 
been delivered to a certain James Stewart, and 
taken out of that district, that after monition, dis- 
obedience, contempt and warrant of attachment, 
Stewart had absconded from the United States, and 
that, on the representation of Stewart’s proctor and 
the captors, that Peter Graham, of Philadelphia, 
was in possession of the said box or bale of mer- 
chandize, or the proceeds thereof, a monition had 
been issued to, and served upon him to bring in the 
same; and that, he having disobeyed the monition, 
and being in contempt therefor, the warrant in ques- 
tion issued, which commanded the marshals to 
whom it was directed in the name of the president 
of the United States, to attach and arrest the said 
Peter Graham if to be found in their districts, re- 
spectively, and hold him in close custody to answer 
said court for his contempt: or if he cannot be found 
within the districts, respectively, then to seize and 
sequester the goods and effects of Peter Graham 
to the amount of $2000. 

The marshal having taken Mr. Graham into cus- 
tody by virtue of this warrant of atftchment, he 
sued out a writ of habeas corpus for the purpose of 
contesting the lawfulness of the confinement. Mr. 
Binney was heard on the part of Mr, Graham on 
Monday last, denying the power of any district or 
circuit court of the United States to send or exe- 
cute its process out of the district over which such 
court presides; and denying the legality of this pro. 
cess in particular, because Graham never was a 
party to the proceeding in Rhode Island; and also 
questioning the validiiy of the warrant on various 
points of form. ‘The court in consideration of the 
novelty and great intportance of the question, re- 
quested the district attorney, Mr. Ingersoll, to ar- 
gue it in support of the warrant, which he under- 
took to do accordingly, but asked for a few days 
time to examine it. The court therefore postponed 
the argument until Friday, when it was resumed by 
Mr. Ingersoll, in support of the warrant, and Mr. 
Chauncey in reply and conclusion against it. In 
support of the warrant, it was contended that the 
constitution and laws had given to the several 
courts of the United Statcs all admiralty and mari- 
time jurisdiction, without other limitation than the 
cuses themselves, or subject matter required, and 
that as respected place there was no limit to their 
jurisdiction; that this being a case of prize, in which 
the jurisdiction of the Rhode Island admiralty 
court had once attached by possession of the thing, 
iis process would reach all the incidents and con- 
sequences of such a case; and that by the practice 
aod principles of all prize courts, which are imterna- 
ticnul, mot municipal tribunals, they are not con- 
jined to or by territorial limitations. 

Ua Saturday morning, judge Washington deliver- 


ed the opinion of the court, stating, that though 
during the argument the judges were not without 
some doubt on the subject, yet they had determined 
to discharge Mr. Graham from custody on the 
ground that the several circuit and district courts 
of the United States are limited in their jurisdic- 
tion to the territorial districts, to which they are 
respectively allotted in their organization, and can- 
not extend their process beyond their local limits, 
except in certain cases specially provided for by 
law, of which this is not one. 





Law of New Jersey. 

TRE SLAVE TRADE. We trust the act of the state 
of New Jersey, inserted below, may be effectual 
to prevent the recurrence of scenes so shocking to 
humanity as the people of that state and several 
others, have latterly been compelled to witness— 
scenes that would have disgraced a land of pagans, 
—in which father and son chained tegether, were 
lashed from the wife and mother, by infamous men 
calling themselves christians—whose trade it was to 
deal in human flesh; who ought to be more respect- 
ed for butchering and exposing pieces of negro- 
beef for sale on the public shambles, than for their 
cruel dealings in live stock. 

STATE OF NEW-JERSEY. 
An act to prohibit the exportation of slaves, or ser- 
vants of color, out of this state. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted dy the council and general as- 
semb.y of this state, andit is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the same, That no negro or otber slave 
or servant of color for life or years, shall hereafter 
be removed, exported or carried out of this state 
except as hereiuafiter provided. 

Sec. 2. ind be it enacted, ‘That ifany person shalt 
send to sea, or export, or attempt to export from 
this state, or send or carry out of, or attempt to 
send or carry out of this state, except as is by this 
act provided, any slave or servant of color, for life 
or years, every person so exporting, or attempting 
to export, or sending, or carrying out of this, or 
attempting to send or carry outof this state, such 
slave or servant, and his, her or their aicers and 
and abettors, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
on conviction, shail be punished by fine not less 
than 1000 nor more than 2000 dollars, or imprison- 
ment to hard labor for any term not less than two 
nor more than four years, or both, at the discretion 
of the court. And further that every slave or ser- 
vant so exported or carried out of this state, or at- 
tempted to be exported or carried out of this state, 
or sent to sea, shall be free. 

Sec. S. And be it enacted, That if any person shall 
hereafter sell, transfer cr assign, any slave or ser- 
vant of color for life or years, to any non-resident or 
person not being an inhabitant of this state, or to 
any person intending to remove, or export, or carry 
such slave or servant out cf this state, every per. 
son so knowingly seliing, transferring or assigning, 
such slave cr servant, shall be deenied guilty of a 
misdlemeator, and on conviction, shall be punished 
by fine not less than 500 nor more than 1000 dollars, 
or by imprisonment not less than one year nor more 
than two years, or both, at the discretion of the 
court. And further, that every slave or servant so 
sold, transferred or ussigned to any non-resident or 
person not being an inhabitant of this state, or to 
any person, intending to remove or export, or carry 
away such slave or servant out of this state, shall be 
free, | 


Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That if any person shall 








| purchase, gr take a transfer, or assignment of any 
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slave or servont of-color for life or years, with a 


design or intent to export, or send, or carry such 
slave or servant out ofthis state, such person shall 
be ’eemed guiliy of a misdemeanor, and on convic- 
tion sliali be puuished by fine, not less than 1000 doi- 
Jurs nor more than 2000, or by imprisonment at hard 
labor not less than two nor more than four years, 
or both, at the discretion ofthe court. And futher, 
that every slaye or servant so purchased, transfer- 
red or assigned, shall be free. | 

The following résoiucions were also passed dur- 
ing the session, which closed last week: 

Resolved, That the senators and representatives 
of this state in the congress of the United States, 
be requested to use their endeavors to procure the 
passing of an act of congress of the United States, 
to prevent the transportation of slaves or servanis 
of color from any ‘state to avy other part of the 
United Staies, in cases where, by the laws of such 
State, suc! transportation is prohibited. 

Resolved, That his exceilency the governor be 
reqticsted to transmit a copy of this resolution to} 
each of the senators and representatives of this 
state in the congress of the United States. 








Agriculture. 
ADDRESS OF GOVERNOR CLINTON TO THE AGRICULTU- 

RAL SUCIFTY OF JKFFERSOW COUNTY. 

Mr. president, and gentlemen of the agricultural so- 
ciety of Jefferson county: 

Independently ofthe flattering references which 
have been made in the very able address just de- 
livered, and which demand my sincere acknow. 
ledgments, it would be difficult for me to refrain 
from expressing the high gratification which I have 
derived from the first exhibition of this respecta- 
ble association. 

When we regollect that scarcely twenty years 
have passed away since the first inhabitant erected 
his hut in this county; and when we see that it now 
contains flonrishing villages and a consilerable 
popula‘ion, characterized, as the proceedings of 
this day evince, by intelligent views and well di. 
recte’ exertions; that its soil is uncommonly fer- 
tile, and its ¢limate eminently salubrious; and when 
‘we consider, that, with the natural advantages 
which flow from iis extensive connection with our 
interior seas, and the artificial facilities which i! 
will derive from the improvement of our internal 
Navigation, the markets of the north and the south 
will be open to nproductions-- we must be persuad- 
ed, that the attainment of — of population and 
exuberance of wealth, depends entirely upon your 
selves. 

You have, gentlemen, wisely chosen the true 
road which leads to prosperity. Agriculturé is the 
source of sudsisteace; subsistence is the basis of 
population; and population is the foundation of pros- 
perity and power. Agriculture is also the parent 
of individual and national opulence. It compre. 
hends in its operations, all the sources of wealth. 
It employs land, labor, and capital, It comprises 
the cultivation of all the fruits of the earth, embra- 
ces almost every method of obtaining food by labor, 
and includes the raising of domestic animals, be- 
cause that employment is necessarily identified 
with the cultivation of vegetable food. And as the 
prosperity of a country essentially depends wpon 
the quantity of surplus produce derived from the 
soil, and as the amount of the materials of subsis- 
tence will always be regulated by the exertions of 





respects cannot. be too highly appreciated. Bat 
when we further reflect, that it is favorable to ex- 
ercise, the guardian of health—to contemplation; 
the parent of wisdom=to activity, the friend of vir+ 
tue; and (io adont the emphatic language of a st- 
bliawe poet) to that - scien, 

“Sweet peace, which goodness bosoms ever,” «ih 
we must ali sdait, that as it was the first, it is also 
the best pursuit of mankind. 

Amorg the various measures adopted for the 
promotion of this pursuit, and its invariable com, 
panion, domestic. mantfactures, the most effectual 
‘is the establishment cf societies for the collection 
and diffusion of information, end for the excitement 
ofindustry and emulation. This plan has been adopt- 
ed in this county, and a wise legislature will che- 
rish such institutions with extraordinary patronage. 
It is pleasing to see at the head of this establishment 
distinguished men, applying with so much public 
spirit the gifts of nature, the endowments of edu- 
cation, and the bounties of fortune, to the improve 
ment of this favoured region. It is gratifying to 
perceive men who have encircled themselves with 
high renown, and elevated the character of their 
country, planting the olive by the laurel, and cul- 
tivating the arts ofpeace with the same zeal and 
ability with which they directed the storm of war. 
And itis a subject of high felicitation to witness 
this confederacy of scientific and practical men, to 
bebold the experienced agriculturist and enlight- 
ened professional man combining their powers ia 
favor of agriculture and domestic manufactures, 
and devising ways and means to promote the pub« 
lic prosperity. :. 

There was a period of danger when the eyes o 
the people of this state were directed with peculi- 
al anxiety to this rerion; when you passed with he- 
nor through the difficulties with which you were 
environed, and vindicate?! the character of Ameri- 
cx at the point of the sword, On this day the pub- 
lic eye is fixed on you with equal attention, to 
view the prosperity of your agriculture, and the 
wide-spreading and far-extending progress of yout 
useful improvements;- and I am happy to say, that 
there will be no cisappointment. The distinguish- 
ed gentlemen who have united with me in this vi- 
sit, also unite with me in this expression of appro- 
bation. We offer you our best acknowledgments 
for your friendly invitation and cordial recepticn, 
and we humbly implore the blessings of the Al- 
mighty on you individually and collectively, aid 
on the inhabitants in general of this flourishing 
county. 


—_en 


New States. 


FROM THE ST. LOUIS #NQUIRER. 

The Minois state is going into Op*ration under 
the constitution which it has just formed. The 
election is just held for the members of the first 
jerislature under the state government. A re- 
préesentative to congress will be elected at the 
same time. The legislature will méet in October, 
in time to appoint two senators to sit m the next 
congress. : 

The Ilinois will be the twenty frst in the nume- 
rical order of the states; the second in territorial 
extent; and the frs¢ in richness of soil and capacity 
for supnorting a dense popttlation. 

The Missouri territory will be formed into a state 
this winter. She will be No. 22 in the union, and 
will be a star of the first magnitude, if justice js 
done ker in the next congress. 











agriculture, it is evident that its benefits in these 


The Alabama territory will probably become a 
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state this winter. Her inhabitants arejgetting up 
petitions to that eff-ct; and taking her population 
to be upwards of 60,000, the success of the appli- 
cation will be a matter of course. The thirteen 
United States of America will then be twenty three 
in number. Such is the march of liberty when sci- 
ence directs her steps. | 

The following winter will likewise probably see 
the erection of two new territorial governments. 

1. The Red river, and the country which lies 
sonth of it towards the gulph of Mexico. The 
proximity of this district to New Mexico, the set- 
tlements forming on the Trinity and Galvezton, and 
the tide of emizration which is now flowing up the 
Red river, may require the presence of a vigorous 
local government to prevent the irregularities 
which might otherwise happen on a territory so ex- 

sed atid so remote from the national power. 

2. The North West territory.—This name wis for- 
merly given toall that country which lies in the forks 
of the Mississippi and Ohio; but since the states 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois have been carved out 
of j1, the name is confined to the district which lies 
towards the head of the Mississippi, and is bounded 
by lake Superior to the north, and by lake Michi- 
gan to the east. It is still a great territory, though 
reduced by the formation of such considerable 
states. It is still more than twice as large as the 
state of Virginia, and comprises the ancient French 
settlement of Prairie du Chien and Green Bay. it 
also comprises the rich copper mines on Coppermine 
river, Which have been so long and unaccountably 
neglected by the American government. Another 
interestisg feature in this territory is the near ap- 
proach to each other ofthe Oufsconsin and the Fox 
rivers, which form the channel of communication 
between the Mississippi and lake Michigan, and 
was the route followed by the French when they 
discovered the Mississippi in the year 1673. 

Prairie du Chien at the mouth of the Ouiscoasin, 
3s a thoroughfare of Indians an« Indian traders, 
and would bea suitable place for the residence of 
& governor and superintendant of Indian affairs. 
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Mineralogy. 


M. Brongniart has lately published a work on 
Mineralogy, from which we extract the following 
account of gold and silver of different countries, 
from 1790 to 1802: gold—African, 1500 kilogram- 
mes; Siberia, in Asia 1700—Hungary, 659; Saltz- 
burg, 75; the other Austrian-states, conjointly with 
Saxony, Norway, Sweden, France, Spain, &c. 75. 
Total furnished by the old world, 4,000 kilogram- 
mes.—North America, 1,600 kilograrames; Spanish 
South America, including Chili, Pern, Santa Fe, 
&c. 5,000. The Portuguese possessions, 7,500. 
Total produced by the new world, 14,100 kilogram. 
mes—making a total of about 18,000 kilogrammes 
of gold. 

During the same period, Siberiahas produced 
17,500 kilogrammes of silver—Hungary, 20 000— 
Saltzburgh, 5,000; the Austrian states, 5,000— 
Wesse and the adjacent mountains, 10,000; Saxony, 
10,000; Norway, Sweden, France, Spain, &c. 5,000. 
—Total; 72,500 kilogrammes. North America, 
600,000—Spanish South America, 275,000. —Total 
furnished by America, 875,000 kilogrammes, mak- 
ing a grand total of 947,500 kilogrammes of silver. 
These different quantities of gold and silver have 
been employed in European commerce, and aug- 
mented the circulating medium 54.500,000 francs 
in gold, and 139 500,000 francs in silver—bcing 
about 48 millions of dollars. 








Fifty years ago. 3 

A gentleman of that city has favered the editors 
ofthe New York Gazette with The Leed’s Mercury 
of January 3, 1769. Among other articles it con- 
tains the following: 

** Nuples, December 1.—Sixteen thousand per- 
sons have died here of the small pox, but the fury of 
that distemper begins to abate.” 

** Boston, November 17. 1768.—On Tuesday a 
complaint was lodged bef:re Richard Dana, and 
John Ruddock, Esqrs. Justices, against one of H. M, 
Captains, charging him with advising a number of 
slaves to cut their masters’ throats. The Captain 
was ordered to give bond to answer at the next 
assize. 

** Several of the transports with the 64th regiment 
have arrived. The Hussar frigate is still out.”— 
[The remains of the Hussar now lie on the bottom 
near Fell Gate.] 

** Charleston, S. C. Nov. 14, 1768,—Since the be- 
ginning of this month, several quantites of excel- 
lent tobacco made in the settlements, have been 
brought to this market, and might be made an arti- 
cle of export.” [How the times have improved!} 

“The quantity of new rice exported to this day, 
in eight different vessels, is 1660 barrels—the 
price is still 70s.” 

** London, December 29.—The ladies of distinc- 
tion at the west end of the town, have determin- 
ed to bestow on the poor all their winnings at cards 
during the Holy days.” 


** Next term the attorneys who are properly ad- 
mitted, are to appear in their gowns, so that they 
may be distinguished from petty foggters, who at- 
tempt to practice without any real authority. 

** We learn from Boston, that an unfortuuate dis- 
pute has occurred between the military and ma- 
gistracy of that town, and that two of the revenue 
officers had thrown up their commissions.” 


“Yesterday Mr. Wilkes received the sacrament 


in the chapel of the king’s bench prison, in order to 
qualify him for the post he is soliciting.” 








Captain Ashmead. 


The following epitaph was written by capt. Ash- 
mead,a very old and respectable ~itizen of Philadel- 
phia, who died atan advanced age, a few months 
since. It presents the curious fact of his having 
performed one hundred voyages, which we believe 
has never occurred to any other individual; we had 
often heard this fact mentioned, and are happy to 
have it substantiated from so high and credible a 
source as capt. Ashmead, who has given it to the 
world on the most solemn occasion. __ 

Tuc writer and subject of the epitaph, afierhav- 
ing passed on the ocean what might be termed a 
long life, and after having completed his Aundreth 
voyage, many of which were to Europe, and some 
to the East-Indies, at last determined to spend the 
remainder of his days on shore; he was soon after- 
wards appointed chief warden of the port of Phila- 
delphia; in the exercise of the duties of this office, 
he gave universal satisfaction and obtained for him- 
self great credit and honor. Hecontinued in this 
station until his dissolution, to which period, he re- 
tained his vigor of intellect unimpared. 

We are proud of being the means of communi- 
cating these lines to the public, which are so cha- 
racteristic of the writer, and which ex!nbiis many 
beauties, that do credit to his understanding.— Eff- 
tor Franklin Gazette. 
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Capt. Ashmead’s epitaph, written by himself. 
In life’s hard bustle o’er the troubled seas, 
“Through many a storm and many a prosperous 
breeze, 
Thro’ summer’s heat and winter’s chilling blast, 
From torrid to the friged zone I’ve past. 
Through sickly climes where each contagious 
breath, . 
Spreads desolation by untimely death. 3 
‘Ose hundred voyages, through unnumbered toils, 
I’ve sailed at least five hundred thousand miles; 
Been taken, sunk, and oft times cast away, 
Yet weathered all in this close port to lay, 
Where a dead calm my wearied bark doth find, 
Oblig’d to anchor for the want of wind. 
Here undisturbed at rest I shall remain, 
‘Lill the last trump calls up all hands again; 
‘And what new perils I shall then go through, 
No human reason ever yet could shew: 
But ‘the same Power that leads through earth and 
sea, 
Will doubtless lead me through eternity. 








Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND &c. 

It seems to be ascertained and freely acknow- 
ledged, that the wheat harvest in England will 
fall short of the abundance that was expected. Bar- 
ley and oats have also failed—and “soft corn” is 
said to have hardly given back the seed tiat was 
sown. A deficiency of potatoes is also feared. 

The mint of Great Britain has coined, from the 
15th of June, 1817, to the 13th of July, 1818, viz. 
—in gold coins, 6 434,0522 equal to $28,595,696. 
In silver coins, 1,667,962/. equal to $7,413,164. 

It is said that the Sunday schools in England are 
attended by 550,000 children. 

Extract of a letter from a country village in Scot- 
lund. ‘This country is still in a miserable state, 
for although trade is getting rather better, yet 
numbers are still out of work; and the landed pro- 
prietors taking advantage of this, endeavor to re- 
duce the price of labor as much as possible. In 
this they have too well succeeded, and from the 
following contrast between the price of labor and 
the price of oatmeal, you will easily conceive how 
badly the people are. 

A laborer’s wages from one shilling to one shilling 
and three pence per day. 

, Oatmeal from one shilling and eight pence, to two 
shillings per peck. 

Indeed, you will be hardly able to imagine how a 
poor man can manage to keep himself and family 
alive from this pittance. I shall explain the man- 
ner. Owing to the failure of the crop in 1816, great 
quantities of potatoes were cultivated next year. 
The, potatoe crop generally succeeded well, and 
was safely secured; but this was not the case with 
_ the crops of grain, most of which suffered from the 

frost setting in before they came to maturity. Had 
it not been forthe potatoes, numbers in this coun- 
try must have perished for real want.—Although 
Oatmenl be high, yet potatoes are selling at eight 
or nine shillings the barre}, so that the families are 
supplied with that food on reasonable terms. Many 
families. have nothing but potatoes three times a 
day, and oatmeal is as great ararity as loaf bread 
was 30 years ago.” 

FRANCE. 

An interesting ceremony took place at Marseilles 
in August last. The remains of general Aleder, 
who was assassinated in Egypt, and which had been 


deposited at the Chateau d’If, for 17 years, were 
disinterred for the purpose of being removed to 
Strasburg, the place of his nativity. On the 7th of 
Sept. they were deposited in the cemetry of that 
city, near those of celebrated marshal Saxe, with 
great pomp. . 

A woman has lately been before the court of 
Correctional Police at Paris, for publicly wearing 
the decoration of the Legion of Honor—which she 
said she had earned and received for her gallantry 
at the battle of Wagram. It is reported that she 
was a drummer at the battle of the Pyramids in 
Egypt, when 15 years of age, and served in Italy. 
She was sentenced to three days imprisonment only, 
but forbidden te wear the decoration; and, says the 
account, that she may not break all ties with her 
former comrades in arms, she has taken the title of 
Military Laundress, 

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 

Is reported very ill of a liver complaint, and con- 
fines himself closely to his house. Sir Hudson 
Lowe has deprived him of the physician who pos- 
sessed his confidence, and the days of the ex-empe- 
ror are considered as numbered. 

SPAIN. | 

Tne mutability of empires.—The present situation 
of Spain, as disclosed in an article from a late Lon- 
don Times, affords a striking instance of the uncer- 
tainty of wordly greatness. All the resources of 
taxation are exhausted. All the public coffers are 
empty. The army are in arrears for the last three 
years. The officers of the civil administration have 
been seen begging alms in the streets of Madrid.— 
Robbers infest every part of the kingdom; and 
symptoms of uneasiness are daily expressed by the 
soldiers. Without means, the government attempts 
the prosecution of a war against its colonies abroad; 
and without justice, oppresses its citizens at home. 
In the days of Charles V. three centuries since, 
Spain dictated to almost every state in Europe, waa 
abundant in her internal resources, and presented 
a lucrative commerce with the whole world. She 
is now—as corporal Trim emphatically uttered, 
when he dropt his hat before Susannah—“Gony!’, 
“Sic transit gloria mundi!” 


AUSTRIA. 

The frigates Emperor of Austria, the Austria, 
and the Augusta, of 44 guns each, under the com- 
mand of cavalieur Pasqualigo, arrived at Genoa, on 
the 19th Aug. from Rio Janeiro. The count D’El- 
lis, extraordinary ambassador of his imperial ma- 
jesty to his most faithful majesty, came passenger. 


EAST INDIES. 

The insurrection at Ceylon was not subdued. 
The Celonese discovered great obstancy.—The se- 
curity they possess in their jungle retreats, affords 
them hope and confidence.—The British troops suf; 
fer greatly from sickness. 


WEST INDIES. 

A brig under the old Mexican flag, attacked the 
Danish government schooner St Thomas, and forc- 
ed her to seek shelter in tbe harbor at St. Croix, 
the schooner being short manned. But she was 
immediately supplied with men and proceeded in 
search of the brig, and they were in sight of each 
other at the latest accounts of them. : 

There is a report that Sweden has sold the is, 
land of St. Bartholomew’s—probably to Russia. 

FLORIDA. 

A letter from Boston, received in New York, 
states, that 400 men were about to sail from U:aya- 
na to take possession of Pensacofa. 
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¥ MEXICO. 3 
The Washington city Gazette says—Late foreign 


news furnishes an extract under the Madrid head, 


duted August 50, ofa convulsed state of the Mexi- 


‘can interior, that we did not expect. Coming 


through such a channel we may reasonably attach 


‘to it more than ordinary credit. We had no idea 


that the independents were in such force, and capa- 
ble of doing so rnuch mischief, in the very heart of 


‘what are considered the most loyal provinces of 
‘Ferdinand: the Mexicans, after ali their boasted 
-tranquility, can be very little better off than the 
-Venezuelians, whom we know to be engaged in the 
Most active hostilities. ‘The letter is dated Mexi- 


co, May 22, received in Cadiz from Vera Cruz, by 


the brig Churruca. 


“The peace which we have been so long promis- 
ed is not yet arrived, and [ fear is far distant. We 
continue to be surrounded with pariies of insur- 
genis, that we cannot venture gut of the tewn. [tis 
the same with all the ather towns of the kingdom. 


“They still do misc*ief at Baxio, and Guanaxuato 
suffers exceedingly from their disorders. The go- 
" verament promised to dispatch a convoy and cou- 


rier twice a month for Guanaxuato, bui that has 
not yet been déne, Nearly two months have elap- 
sed since we have had any news from that place.— 


“The letters complain of the want of quicksilver and 


and the difficulty of obtaining it, as the expense of 
carriage is so extremely dear that the cost of that 


“mineral absorbs nearly the whole profs of the mines. 


‘There was only from 50 to 60 arastates (mills for 
the ore) workicg, whereas in ordinary times there 
are 1,500. Many of the works for elaboration have 
been burnt.” 


SOUTH AMERICA. 

It is stated that a large Portuguese ship, prize 
to one of the Artigas’ privateers, was run ashore a 
few days since at Mount Desert, and the crew com- 
menced soon after to smuggle the cargo on shore. 
‘The callector at Frenchman’s Bay Sad sent an arm- 
ed vessel to take possession of her. She was 
from Oporto, bound to Rio Janeiro, laden with 
wine, steel, manufactures, &c. said to be worth 
from 90 to 100,000/. and was ordered for St. Barts. 

Great supplies of arms and munitions of war have 
been received by the patriots at Angostura—from 
British merchants. Their value is said to bea 
miliion—of dollars, we suppose. 


A letter from St. Croix, dated Oct. 22, says— 
“This morning we had aa arrival from Curracoa, in 
10 days; I have conversed with a passenger, who 
informs that he left La Guayra only a fortnight 
since; they had previous to his departure received 
the information of the plains of Calaboza being 
again in the possession of the patriots—and uniess 


“Morillo receives reinforcements to a considerable 


extent, he will not be able to hold Caraccas. He 
had made a requisition on the inhabitants for 
4200,000! 4,000 men! and 2,000 mules! The first 
and last they will supply him with, but he must 
look elsewhere for the MEN. The garrison at 
Porto Rico, is too weak to afford the least assist- 
ance. 


“A few days ago, previous to quitting St- Thomas 


-for'this place, I had the satisfaction to se€ 4 hulm- 


ber of the friends of the cause embark for Marga- 
ritta—amongst whom was col, Marean MoNtillo, a 
first rate officer. Gen. M’Gregor was daily expect- 
ed to call off Port-au-Prince, at which place he will 


find a number of friends awaiting him. Cuma is 


expected to be in the possession Of the patriots ere 
this. , 





| CHRONICLE. 

The president of the United Siates has recogniz- 
ed the marquis de Fourgeres as French consul at 
Charieston. 

Smith Thompson, esq. of New York, has heen ap. 
pointed secretary of the navy, vice Mr. Crownin- 
shield, resigned. 

A valuable bed of plaster has lately been disco- 
vered within a few miles of the vi'lage of Cieave- 
land, Ohio, equal in guality to any in Canada or in 
the known world. 

The Boston Yankee says there is now living in 

that town a gentleman who married his father’s 
sister, his mother’s sister, his aunt, his neice, his 
mother’s neice, his father’s neice, and neice to his 
two aunts, and neice to his sister, his sister’s 
daughter, his father and mother’s daughter, his 
uncie and aunt’s daughter, and his cousin. 
_ The legislature of Pennsylvania, recently elected, 
1s politically constituted as follows: Senate—20 de- 
mocrats, 11 federslists;—House_ of representatives 
65 democrats 32 federalists of whom 55 are new 
members. The democratic majority in the house 
of representatives last year was only 16—at pre- 
sent 33. 

The following gentlemen are electedyirembcrs of 
the 16th congress—Juhn Sergeant, Samuel Edwards* 
Joseph Hemphill,* Thomas Forrest,* Willias: Dar- 
lington,* Samuel Grovs,* James Wailece, Jacob 
Hidsham,* Jacob Hostetter, Andrew Boden, David 
Fullerton,* Thomas Rodgers, Samnel D. Moore,* 
Joseph Heister, Robert. Philson,* William P. Maclay, 
George Dennison. John Murray,* Divid Marchand, 
Thomas Patterson,* Christian Tarr, Henry Baldwin, 
and Robert Moore 17 democrats, six federal- 
ists, the lstter in ¢talic; those marked thus* are 
new members. 

By the votes given for members of congress, it 
appears that the democratic majority in Pennsyl- 
vata amounts to 98 546. 

Alabama. The lots in a town, just Jaid out by 
government at a place called Milton’s Biuff, near 
the head of the shoals of Tennessee river, called 
Marathon, were lately sold at Huntsville—-the high- 
est price 800, the lowest three dollars—aggregate 
amount of the sale 27,000. 

The Red river lands are rapidly settling—they 
possess great advantages, being very rich and easy 
of access by water. Last year there were only 
about 100 families settled above the “raft”—it is 
said that there are now more than 800, who have 
10,000 acres planted in corn. The “raft” is said 
to have been passed by large vessels, in every 
month of last year, and it would seem might be 
easily removed. The Red river and its numerous 
branches are navigable a great distance into the in- 
terior, and it is anticipated that by its waters, a 
large trade will be carried on with the Spaniarcs in 
the neighborhood of the mines of Santa Fe. 

Blakely. The place where the city of Blakely 
now stands was, at this time last year, covered with 
‘a thick heavy forest, with no inhabitants and but 
one house”—it is now said to have 80 houses, 10 
large warehouses, and the largest botel in the ter- 
ritory, with from 300 to 500 inhabitants.” A very 
respectable printing establishment has now gone 
out from N. York, and a paper will be printed 
weeklv or semi weekly, called the Blakely Sun and 
Alabama Advertiser. $600,000 worth of goods and 
produce was deposited there from December, 1817, 
to June, 1813, and 48 vessels loaded and unloaded 
—making a tonnage of 4000 tons. Sips have un- 
loaded there directly fram the West Indies. One 
,ouse in Boston shipped to this one place $100,000. 











NILES’ REGISTER—NOVEMBER 14, 1818—CHRONICLE. 1 





oil ™ _ — —— 


5 eer) 





in goods in the course of five orsix months. One 
hundred brick-makers and 5Q ship carpenters left 
New York to work at Blakely, a short time age. 
Three steam-boats, are now building—two to ply 
from Blakely into the interior, and one of 600 tons 
to go to New Orleans. Capital $200,000.” 

The Delaware Ixd-ans. lf we rightly understand 
an oriicle from an Indiana paper, the Delaware 
Indians have agreed wholly to relinqwish the lands 
on which they at present reside, and cross the 
Mississippi. 

Thomas Hempstead, esq. of St. Louis, passed 
through Lexington (Ken.) on the 7th ult. for 
Washington city. Heis the bearer of a treaty re- 
cently concluded between the American commis- 

-sioners and the Quopaw or Arkansas Indians at St. 
Louis, by which the Indian title to all the country 
below, or south of the Arkansas river, is relinquish- 
ed to the United States. 

‘4 howling waste and dreary wilderness!” The 
expor.s of New Orleans, for the present yeur, it is 
staied, will amount to the value of twenty millions of 
dollars! 

Vermont.—A resolution has been adopted by the 
legislature of Vermont in favor of districting that 
state, for the future choice of members of congress. 
Ft is much to be regretted that there is not some 
constituiional provision on this subsect, to regulate 
it in all the states, and prevent the recurrence of 
many diseraceful intrigues. 

Bills have been reported for establishing a bank 
at Windsor, Burlington and Brattleborough, which 
we hope, will be—thrown under the teble. 

A committee has been appointed by the legisla- 
ture of Vermont, to enquire into the expediency of 
altering the laws of that state relative to the de- 
scent of real estate, and the distribution of personal 
estate among beirs, so that the portions of males 

‘and females shall be equal. 

At a court martial held in Massachusetts, major 
general Burbank has been found guilty, zmongst 
other charges, of having “broken the seal of a let- 
ter, directed te col. Cushing, and having read the 
same.’ He has been removed from office, and dis- 
qualified from holding any military oflice under the 
commonwealth for two years. 

Mr. Alston, an American artist of the greatest 
reputation, has lately returned to his native coun- 
try, after a successful career in England. We sear 
he has brougiit out with him a number of unfinished 
pictures, which he intends to complete in this coun- 
try; and one finished painting, on the subject of 
Elijah fed by the ravens, which, it is hoped, ke may 
be induced to open for public inspection. 

Boundary line. Weare informed, says a Quebec 
paper, that the astronomers who are employed un- 
der the authority of the British and American go- 
vernments, to ascertain and run the line of latitude 
45, having commenced at St. Regis, have proceed- 
ed as far as lake Champlain, and that the line they 
have drawn lies only a few rods north of the old line. 

Great fire. That edifice which was the boast of 
Boston— ithe Exchange Coffee House, was entirely 
consumed by fire on the evening of the $d inst.—| 
It caught in the seventh story, in the billiard room, 
and first broke out at 7 o’clock,—at 12, all was a 
heap of rains, together with a few adjoining houses. 
The building belonged to a compauy, and cost 
about halfa million of doliars. Its destruction is 
another costly caution against much wood. work in 
our pudiic buildings—and we sincerely regret this 
great loss to enterprizing individuais. 

Tie Exchange Cofiee house covered 12,753 feet 





of ground—was 84 feet long on-its east front and ' 


152 on the north, and 7 stories high—from the 
principal floor to the dome, which covered the cen- 
tre of the building, was 83 feet—and in the whole 
building there were nearly. 300 rooms,many of them 
very spacious and splendidly furnished. The fall 
of the dome prodiced an awful effect. The re- 
maining walls,such cracked by the heat of the fire, 
have been carefuliy pulled down—and all that re- 
mains is amighty mass of ruins, Most of the print. 
ing offices being in the neighborhood of the Ex. 
change, were removed—and it is stated, that “fifiy 
bushels of types” were to be seen in the street the 
next day. 

The sale of piebiic lands at Milledgeville, during 
the week ending October 27th, amounted to more 
than seven Aundired thousand dollars—a larger sum 
than the entire sale held at that place last year.— 
Sixteen townships had been, and ,fourteen were 
yet to be sold—NVat Iut. 

Fire in the mountains. Several thousand acres of 
the mountainous trect in the neighborhood of New- 
burg, N. Y. have been deprived of every green 
thing by fire. “The “drowned lands,” as they are 
called, are on fire, and it is supposed that the rava- 
ges of the element in those grounds have extend- 
ed to three or four hundred acres. It passes 
through the peat formations beneath the soil to the 
depth of four or five feet, bursting out at diffcrent 
points , and rendering a passage .over the surface 
extremely unsafe—a bullock had fallen through the 
crust and perished. ‘The turnpike which crosses a 
part of those lands is reported to have one or two 
miles @Pits distance undermined. Our infermant 
further states, that the streams and hills on which 
are numerous mills, had so entirely failed, that the 
grinding of grain through a large extent of country, 
Was almost at an end.” 

Hamilton, Uie soldier who assasinated Maj. Bird- 
sall, was executed at Albany onthe S5thinst. The 
unfortunate man at first exulted in his crime—then 
passed into a state of insensibility in which he seem- 
ed to be waiting for annihilation—after which he 
had akeen sense of the wrongs he had done, and 
sincerely repented of them—meeting liis fate witie 
a degree of meckness, fortitude and hope that as- 
tonished all persons. After he was swung off, the 
rope broke—but with perfect complacency he wait- 
ed for the adjustment of a uew one, and assisted 
the sheriff in tixing it round his own neck. 

Auction sales. Account of duty of 1 per cent. 
on sales at auction, paid into the treasury by the 
seven licensed auctioneers of the city of Philadel- 
phia, for the quarter commencing August Ist, and 
ending 31st October last. 


Jennings, Joncs & Co. . . - $5099 20 
Lisle, Weir & Co. . : " ‘ 4215 &6 
Humes & Lippiucotts, : : ° S987 47 
Taylor & Wagner, . . - p 1554 46 
Steel & Mercer, . : ‘ ; . 1439 58 
Conrad, Sparhawk & Co. . . . 1434 30 
Peivsol& Greland, . ‘ ; ‘ 242 03 


The Macedoniun frigate, completely refitted, 
sailed from Norfolk, on the 6th inst. for her original 
destination—greeted by the cheers of multitudes. 
New masts, spars, rigging, sails, &c.—entire sets 
of each, were made, prepared, and fitted, in the 
space of eighieen days. 

* Revival of trade.’—Under this head, a New 
York Gazette states, that the steam boat which ar- 
rived yesterday from Albany, “brought about 300 
passengers, most of them traders, with about 
$400,U00 in money, to be laid outin the purchase 
of goods.” 


From the Delaware Watc?iman. Mr, Rodtiev Nas 
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laid before the president a long and very interest- 
ing report upon the subject of his late mission to 
the Rio de La Plata, accompanied by a very able 
note advocating the justice and expediency of ac- 
‘knowledging the indepéndence of the United Pro- 
‘vinces of La Plata. In adopting this manly course 
Mr. Rodney. has realized the expectations of his 
friends, and met the wishes ofa large majority of 
the nation. He row stands before the country as 
‘an open, honorable and consistent statesman, and 
a firm, undeviating advocate ofthe rights of man. 
—Disdaining to ‘palter in a double sense,’ when 
‘great and important interests are at stake, he has 
' advocated, with sincerity, a measure sanctioned 
‘by the dictates of his judgment and the feelings 
of his heart. Inso doing we fepeat our belief, 
‘that he will be supported by the suffrages of the 
nation, whose generous feeling in favor of the pza- 
‘Atriot cause, will derive additional force from the 
- ganction conferred upon it by the able report to 
which we have referred. 

[We have reason to believe that Mr. Rodney has 
‘not offered any opinion as to the expediency of 
acknowledging the independence of Buenos Ayres. } 
Ep. Ree. 

Wheat from Chili—We understand that judge 
Bland has brought from Chili, amongst other pro- 
ductions, some peculiar to that country—a smali 
qjuantity of wheat, which has been distributed for 
experiment, amongst gentlemen of agricultural 
taste and observation. 

Chili is said to be the finest wheat country in the 
world; producing the finest grain, and the greatest 
yield. That brought by judge Bland, we afe told, 
is very white, and is somewhat shorter, rounder and 
fuller in the grain than ours usually is. Those gen- 
‘tlemen to whom it has been distributed, would do 
well to be particular in noling the time of sowing, 
the space of ground, and the quantity produced. 
It has been observed of animals, perhaps more 
particularly horses, and grain that one improves, 
whiie the other deteriorates, in being transplanted 
from the southward to the northward—and vice 
versa.—Maryland Censor. 

The late Mrs. Adams. We copy the following 
obituary notice of Mrs. Adams, the worthy consort 
of president Adams, from the Essex Register. 

Madam Adams was a daughter of the rev. Wm. 
Smith, of Weymouth, then in the county of Suffolk, 
who died in 1784. He was a gentleman in his man- 
ners, and of reputation in his profession. While 
Mr. Adams was in public life, his domestic life was 
a theme of congratulation to his friends, and not 
unknown inthe history of his administration. Ma- 
dam Adams was an affectionate, but firm woman. 
Acquainted with the economy and duties of a pri. 
vate condition, and not unequal to the care and 
dignity of the highest honors. Our public honors 
are possessed by her posterity.—She was possessed 
of the history of our country, and the great occur- 
rences in it.—She had a distinct view of public 
men and measures, and had her own ju:igment upon 
them, which she was free to disclose to her friends, 
but not eager to defend in public circles, Sie bad 
the vigor of a firm constitution, and seemed de. 
signed for greatold age. She was in appearance 
of middle size, and preserved the dress of the ma. 
trons of New England, The worthy president al. 
ways appeared as the friend, who had lived him. 
seif into one with the wife of his bosom. Thie loss 
is the greatest that can be feit in his old age. 

Died, at Pittsburg, on the 17th Sept. last, bre- 
vel-wajor John Pentland, late of the 224 regt. U. 





S. infantry. Major Pentland entered the service 
at the commencement of the late war with the 
rank of captain, and during its continuance reaped. 
a full share ofits d»ngers and vicissitudes. He was 
at the taking of York and Fort George, and served 
in the memorable expedition down the Si. Law 
rence. In the arduous campaign.of 1814, ie was 
one of the gallant band who formed the brigade of 
gen. Scott; and at the battle of Bridgewater, he led 
the advanced guard. On that glorious, though fatal 
night, he received two balls, by which his right lez 


and arm were broken, and when our army retired, 


being left on the field, was taken by the enemy. 
After the amputation of his leg, and after having: 


encountered a variety of suffering, with a fortitude 


which attracted applause, even from bis enemies, 

capt. Pentland returned home on parole, and short- 

ly after was rewarded for his gallantry with the 

brevet rank of major —His amputated limb never 
healed, and finally caused his death. 

Extract of a letter received at New Orleans, dated 
Matchitoches, Sept. 30. 

“Last evening therearrived at this place an ex- 


ypress from Necogdoches, giving intelligence of 


there having set ont from St Antoino, twenty five 
davs ago, two hundred Spaniards, with three pie- 
ces of artillery, to break up the establishment made 
at Galvezton, and destroy the works erected by 
Gen. Lallemand. Their orders are to proceed as 
far as Naceg<oches, and to destroy the settlements 
made in that quarter, and route a number of tra- 
ders dispersed through the province. It is gene- 
rally expected that they will come onto the Rio 
Honda, if not opposed. There are a number of 
men collected here, consisting of Americans and 
refugee Spaniards, who are equipping to proceed 
immediately to oppose them.” 

Milledgeville, Oct. 23. We have intelligence 
from the Florida posts on the east of Appalachicola, 
in the occupancy of our troops, tothe 5th inst.— 
The hostile Indians, amounting, it was supposed, to 
about 1000 warriers, who had not come in, were m 
a state of starvation: many had died of hunger—A 
woman arived at St. Marks the first of this month, 
with intimations from some of the principal out- 
lying chiefs, of a wish to surrender, provided their 
lives were spared, and the little remaining property 
they had left, of which the friendly Indians are in- 
clined to rifle them, should be secured. These 
dispositions have been humanely encouraged by the 
commanding officer of the post; and little doubt is 
entertained but there will soon be a final termin- 
nation ofthe Seminolian war, which has existed on 
our borders, and with many acts of cruelty, for near- 
ly two years past. Gen. Gaines has transferred his 
head quarters from Fort Hawkins to St. Mary’s. 





VIRGINIA BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

The Richmond Enquirer publishes a statement of 
the fund for internal improvemeuts, under direc- 
tion of the board of public works in the state of 
Virginia. The following brief abstract may suffice 
for general purposes: 

Whole amount of the fund, $1,462,140 61. All 
which is now vested in bank siccks, except about 
125,000 dollars laid out in subscriptions to sundry 
canals, roads, &c. The product of sll which during 
the last year amounted to $118,810 75. The di- 
vidends for the present year are estimated at 126, - 
41149; of which 54,166 65 are appropriated for in- 
staiments comivg due for sundry internal improve- 
ments, leaving $80,637 40, at the disposal of the 
board. 


